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♦
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♦
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From the Editor
Despite the cold weather, attendance over the past couple of
months has been great, with rehearsal numbers being consistently
around 30. There were even two weeks in a row at the start of July
where we had 36 players. Great effort!
The winter months are always a bit quieter for the Band, with
jobs slowing down, and many members taking the opportunity to
head off for a break. They also give us a time to have a bit of a social
get-together, which we did on Sunday 30 June at the Chadstone
Bowl. Twenty members, family and friends gathered to fight it out for
a chance to win the solid, gold (not solid gold!) trophy that is on
display in the band-room. After 2 games, some of us really showed
our true skill—or lack of it. ( I really needed the kiddie bumpers!). A
couple scored really well. Eventually it came down to just 2 players,
being Warren Hillier on 248, and Adrian De Bruyn, who scored 249
after a score of 162 in his first game. Inna Parker won the wooden
spoon prize with a score not far behind mine!
Quite a few of us went off to the Pancake Parlour for dinner
and to re-live the excitement of the event. All in all a great time was
had. Thanks heaps to Seb Gavrilovics for organising the afternoon.
Looking forward to the next one!

A few members attended a local
production of Phantom of the Opera at
Dandenong’s Drum Theatre to support
our friend and vocalist, Richard Thomas,
who sings at our regular Citizenship
ceremonies.
Richard did a fantastic job in the
lead role of the Phantom, and the whole
production from singing, to choreography, to costuming, to stagecraft, was
first class. Well done Richard!
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Our regular Citizenship Ceremony on
18th July was the usual success. Twenty-five
members attended and did a great job in
entertaining the crowd before and after, and
playing the usual numbers during the official
part of the evening. Our involvement in these
events is always appreciated by Council.
More recently we have performed at
the Citizen of the Year Awards, where once
again the Band performed to entertain the
guests before and after the ceremony. Again
25 members were able to attend.
An extra thankyou to the increasing
number of members who are making themselves available before and after our jobs at
the Town Hall, to transport gear, set up the
stage, pack up on conclusion and return gear
to the band room. The more hands we have
the easier this task is, and we are getting
really good at it now, so thanks to all those
who have helped.

MELBOURNE OPEN HOUSE 2013
Melbourne Open House has been running in
the city since 2008, when over 30,000 people
took advantage of the opportunity to look
through 8 of Melbourne’s interesting buildings.
Since 2008 the event has increased, and this
year over 130 buildings were open to the
public. The City of Stonnington was invited to
take part, with the Town Hall and historic
Northbrook open in our area. As the band
room was originally the stables of Northbrook,
we were invited to take part too. This was a
great opportunity to show off the history of the
band, and in some cases alert visitors to the

fact that there is a band in Stonnington!
Over 200 people visited the band room over
the weekend, and looked at the photos and
memorabilia of our 102 years.
Thanks to the 15 members who volunteered
an hour or two .or more, to greet visitors,
answer questions and even play a few quartets.
It is always risky making a list of people to
thank, so please take this as a personal note
of appreciation. The visitors also appreciated
your welcome—except maybe for those who
wanted to know where the horses were!!
I think we will need to word the information
about the Stables differently if we have the
opportunity to open again next year, but all in
all it was a very successful weekend.
During the school break, Luca
Manfield, one of our Training Band
members, toured Malaysia, with the
Australian Boys Choir, for two weeks.
Luca has been a member of the
senior performing choir for the last six
months, after working his way up, for the last
three years. They performed concerts in
Penang, Ipoh, KL, P. Jalang and Sabah,
including a concert for the Australian Ambassador at the Australian High Commission.
They did various workshops with choirs, were
billeted with Malaysian families and did plenty of sightseeing, all this without Dad or
Mum!!!
Well done Luca!

Stonnington City Brass Inc. is most grateful to the
City of Stonnington for their continuing support.
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GUINNESS RECORDS
WORLD’S BIGGEST ORCHESTRA
By Paul Thompson, Cornet
There was no mistaking the start of the
Queensland Music Festival 2013 as nearly a
thousand cornet and trumpet players gathered
at Brisbane’s King George Square. They were
there to answer the World’s Largest Trumpet
Ensemble Challenge. Once assembled,
Queensland Music Festival Artistic Director and
internationally renowned musician, James Morrison led the group pied piper-style through the
streets of Brisbane. Playing the Saints Go
Marching In they made quite a fantastic commotion marching up Queen Street Mall and
through the streets. The goal was to have over
1,200 players participate, but alas the numbers
fell short of that.

It was quite exciting when with only 30
minutes to go before the deadline, there were
only 6,105 musicians in the stadium. They
made an announcement for everyone to call,
text, or email whoever they could to come to
the stadium ASAP. It must have worked
because by the start time they announced that
over 7,000 were in attendance and it seemed
like minute by minute they announced a growing number until the final figure was reached.
It is nice to know, that in some small way
Stonnington City Brass was able to contribute
to the World’s Biggest Orchestra.

WORLD’S LONGEST MARBLE RUN
The same cannot be said for the World’s
Biggest Orchestra Challenge. Once again
James Morrison led the musicians in the
World’s Biggest Orchestra on Saturday 13 July
at Suncorp Stadium. 7,223 participated, beating the previous Guinness World Record of
6,452 set by Vancouver Symphony in 2000.
Musicians young and old performed a medley
of songs arranged by James Morrison that
started with Waltzing Matilda (we are in Australia, what did you expect!), Beethoven's Ode
to Joy and the grand finale was Queen's We
Will Rock You.
I participated in these historic events and it was
a once in a lifetime experience. Among other
things I can claim that I played with James
Morrison, as well as dozens of tubas, hundreds
of trombones, and close to one thousand
cornets and trumpets.

A team of Swinburne engineering students,
including trombone player Matthew Linden,
recently broke the Guinness world record for
the longest marble-run.
The current record of less than 700 metres
was made by a team in Germany in 2012.
Swinburne’s team built a track in excess of
1000 metres. To break the record, a marble
had to run unassisted along this track from
one end to the other. The team had 3 weeks
to design and build the track within the set
budget constraints.
The half inch steel marble was released from
the 10th floor of the ATC building and reached
the end of the run on the ground floor in
approximately 15 mins.
The team used a combination of engineering
knowledge and skills and managed to more
than double the previous record!
Well done to both our world record holders!!!
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IN MEMORY
IAN BEST, Oakleigh City Band
Members may remember Ian, who played
with us in the combined concerts with
Stonnington and Oakleigh Bands.
Sadly Ian passed away suddenly on Sunday
2 June, 2013.
Twenty-three Oakleigh Band members
attended the Memorial Service to pay their
respects to their much respected Treasurer
and side drummer, Ian Best.
Stonnington City Brass was represented by
Kaye Greaney (tenor horn) and Wes Brown
(side drum), in a series of hymns, and the
march Invercargil.
The service was held at the Chapel of Repose Memorial Park in Altona, to celebrate
Ian’s life.
A nice touch to acknowledge Ian’s work with
the Band, was the placing of a side drum,
with sticks and a rose on the drum head,
outside the Chapel. This was then placed
inside the Chapel beside the coffin prior to
the start of the service.
Ian was a member of the Oakleigh Band
sub-committee which met with Stonnington
Committee prior to last year’s combined
concert.
Ian will be sadly missed by the band
community.
Wes Brown

LATROBE VALLEY EISTEDDFOD, 2013

For the third year in a row, band
members decided that we should go to
Traralgon to take part in this competition.
The past 2 years there have been two
other bands in the D grade section, and the
results have been close both times.
This year there is only one other D
grade band, being Sale. Two years ago they
scored one point more than we did, last year
we scored one point more than Sale, so we
shall see who is victorious in our third
meeting. Our performance is on Sunday 15
September.
To add a bit of interest, some members also decided to take part in the ensemble section of the eisteddfod, which is held
on Saturday 14th September.
We have two trios, the first including
Donna Fooks, Adrian de Bruyn and Ken
Emery, and the second is made up of Anne
Somerville, Russ White and Kevin Hillier.
Ben Parker, Kath Sudholz, Elaine Hillier
and Matt Linden have formed a quartet, and
we have a 9-piece group made up of Ben
Parker, Adrian de Bruyn and Donna Fooks
on cornet, Kath Sudholz and Elaine Hillier on
tenor horn, Ken Emery on baritone, Matt Linden on trombone, David Stevens on tuba,
and Seb Gavrilovics playing the kit.
Quite a few members and families are
staying over on the Saturday and will come
to support our ensembles too.
Looking forward to a great social
weekend with friends, some good music, and
lunch together at the pub afterwards.
Anything else is a bonus!
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MEMBER NEWS:

◊

David and Margaret Stevens became
grandparents ( and of course Jen is
now an Auntie) after the safe arrival of
James David Stevens, courtesy of exmember Owen Stevens and his wife
Judelyn. Looks like lots of trips to
Canberra in the new campervan for
cuddles. (It was interesting that David
showed photos of his grandson AND
his new campervan with as much
excitement about each!) Enjoy!

◊

Nice to see Mary Harris back with us in
the trombone section, after extended
time away with work.

◊

Congratulations to Donna Fooks on
her new job, although she may be
looking a little tired at Band, as she
has a 2 hour each way trip on public
transport. Glad you are loving the job
Donna!

◊

Naham Warhaft and wife Deidre have
had a lot going on with Deidre’s son
Fenton undergoing a kidney transplant
in early July. Certainly a one-day-at –
a-time thing, but so far all is looking
positive. Keeping our fingers crossed
for you all.

◊

Russ and Jan White are enjoying their
daily swim while holidaying on the
Gold Coast, as they do each winter.
Hmmm. Might be in for a bit of a shock
when they come back to our wintery
weather!

◊

Percussionist Ashley Bicknell has just
returned home after hip surgery. While
the operation went well, the damage
was worse than had been expected,
leaving Ash with a couple of years to
let things heal before eventually having
a double hip replacement. Our love to
you all and best wishes for a speedy
recovery.

A lot has been happening over the past
couple of months. (Apologies if I have
missed anything!)
◊

◊

Sadly Ken Willcock has had to resign
due to ill-health. He was a valued 3rd
cornet player and spent some time on
the Committee.
We wish you well, Ken, and hope
to see you cheering for us in the
audience now!
Verna Feore has had another little
episode in hospital with an infection.
She is currently in rehab and we hope
she is as good as new very soon.
Good to see that Gordon still manages
to get to band while all this is happening, as it gives him a bit of time for
himself too.

◊

Trombone player Niels Glimsholt has
gone to Denmark to visit family for an
extended holiday. He plans to be back
for the Christmas Carols!

◊

Isabel Thomas-Dobson and her
husband Kevin have headed off for a
well-deserved holiday in Europe. They
will be back at the start of October.

◊

Lovely to hear that Ben Bailey and his
girlfriend Louise Roberts are now
engaged. We wish them well as they
plan for the next stage of their lives
together.

◊

Baby news for Ian Norton-Smith
and wife joy, who have a new greatgrand-daughter named Savanna.

◊

Perdita Dickson and husband Craig
also welcomed an 8 1/2 pound baby
son, named Mitchell Robert Dickson,
meaning the gorgeous Lillian is a big
sister now!
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◊

◊

◊

◊

After a bit of down time due to a
broken dental plate - twice! - and
cataract surgery, it is nice to have Wes
Brown back on deck with us on tenor
horn, although he has managed to
entertain himself in the percussion
section in the meantime.
Well done to Jeremy De Korte and
Donna Fooks who took part in the State
Championships at Ballarat recently with
the Southern Area Concert Band, which
was placed first in it’s section.
Congratulations to Ben Parker who was
part of the team that won the Australian
Institute of Project Management Victorian Defence/Aerospace Project of the
Year! Sounds like a tough job with a
title like that! Well done Ben.
Hopefully those that have had the
wintery colds and flu will start to
improve as the weather heads toward
spring.

DO YOU KNOW?
Q: Why do X’s at the end of a letter signify a
kiss?
A: In the Middle Ages, when many people
were unable to read or write, documents were
often signed with an X. Kissing the X represented an oath to fulfil obligations specified in
the document. The X and the kiss eventually
became synonymous.

Q: Why do people clink their glasses before
drinking a toast?
A: It used to be common for someone to try
to kill an enemy by offering him a poisoned
drink. To prove to a guest that his drink was
safe, it was customary for the guest to pour
some of his drink into the glass of the host.
Both would drink simultaneously. When a
guest trusted his host, he would only touch or
clink the host’s glass with his own.
Thanks to Wes Brown for this interesting info.
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STONNINGTON CITY BRASS

ANNUAL CONCERT
Friday 20 September

GOLDEN RULES FOR ENSEMBLE
PLAYING
1.

Everyone should play the same piece.

2.

If you play a wrong note, give a nasty
look to one of your partners.

3.

Markings for slurs, dynamics and
ornaments should not be observed.
They are only there to embellish the
score.

4.

If everyone gets lost except you,
follow those who get lost.

5.

If a passage is difficult, slow down. If
it’s easy, speed it up. Everything will
work itself out in the end.

6.

if the ensemble has to stop because of
you, explain in detail why you got lost.
Everyone will be very interested.

7.

When everyone else has finished
playing, you should not play any notes
you have left.

Malvern Town Hall
Commencing 7.00pm
All Tickets $10
Children under 12 Free
Tickets available at the door.
Round up your friends and
enjoy a great night!
Bandwagon Newsletter:
Design and Production - Elaine Hillier
Honorary Printer - Dwayne Pannell (Auscopy)
Contributions always welcome. See Elaine.

The idea behind this is that we would
never be in the situation of everyone standing
down at once, making it very difficult for a new
Committee.

SCB CONSTITUTION UPDATE

Over the past year and a half, the
Committee has spent quite a lot of time going
through our Constitution to bring it up-to-date
with current practice.

If this is approved, then for this year
only some positions will be advertised for one
year and others for two. Next year the one
year positions will become vacant, and will
then also be advertised for two years.

As it happens the Department of
Consumer Affairs, to which we are responsible as an Incorporated Association, has
changed their requirements too.

As per the Rules, any change to the
Constitution needs to go to the members.
It is the intention that this will happen over
the next two weeks, so that changes can be
discussed and the new Constitution voted on
at the AGM.

In line with the Associations Reform
Act of 2012, the Department has issued a
document titled Model Rules for an
Incorporated Association. We have almost
finished working through this document and
tweaking it to become our new Constitution,
using most of the model and adding a few
Appendices at the back to detail things
specific to the Band.

In the details regarding the AGM below, positions have been tagged as one or
two years, but if the changes to the Constitution are not accepted then all positions will
revert to one year terms.

As a result of our discussions it is
possible that we may change the term of
office for Committee members from one to
two years.

Please speak to me at Band if you
have a question regarding this.
Elaine Hillier - Secretary

NOTICE TO ALL MEMBERS
The 102nd ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING will be held in the Band room on
Tuesday 8th October, 2013
All registered members are requested to attend. A brief performance will precede the Meeting.
Please arrive by 7.15 for commencement at 7.30pm. Annual meeting commences at 8.30pm
AGENDA: Confirmation of Minutes of 101st AGM
Presentation of Reports
President
Drum Major

Secretary
Librarian

Treasurer
Music Director
Bandmaster
Property Steward
Social Coordinator

Election of Office Bearers
President (1 year)

Vice President (2 years)

Treasurer (1 year)

Secretary (2 years)
Assistant Secretary (1 year)
3 x Committee members (2 years)
2 x Committee members (1 year)
Election of Non-Administrative Officers
Librarian
Assistant Librarian
Drum Major
Deputy Drum Major
Development coordinator

Property steward
VBL Delegate
Website manager

Bandmaster
Social coordinator
Newsletter editor

The Music Director will be appointed by the Committee as per the Constitution.
NOMINATION FORMS must be completed in full and lodged with the Secretary
NO LATER THAN Tuesday 17 September, 2013.

