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Coming events
♦

Sunday 23 June 10 pin bowling at
Chadstone AMF

♦

Thursday 18 July Citizenship
Ceremony

♦

Thursday 15 August
- Citizen of the Year
Awards

♦

Friday 13 Sept Final band rehearsal
for Latrobe Valley
Eisteddfod

♦

Saturday 14 Sept Ensemble section at
LV Eisteddfod

♦

Sunday 15 Sept Band section at LV
Eisteddfod

♦

Thursday 19 Sept Citizenship
Ceremony

♦

Friday 20 Sept Annual concert
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From the Editor
I apologise for the lateness of this Newsletter, but having a
new granddaughter took over our life for a week or two, so I am just
now catching up with the real world.
April saw the usual busy couple of weeks playing for ANZAC
services both locally and in Melbourne. The Sunday before ANZAC
Day is the traditional day of commemoration for both the East Malvern and Prahran RSLs.
25 members assembled at the Cenotaph in Central Park for
the East Malvern service. Many members then took up the invitation
to go back to the RSL rooms for refreshments before meeting at the
Prahran RSL ready to march up High Street to Victoria Gardens for
their service. Some members were unable to take part in the afternoon, leaving a total of 18 members. Several members who were
unable to march met us in the gardens and took part in the Service.
On return to the RSL, plentiful refreshments were again provided for
all those who attended.
Cornet player Anne Somerville must be thanked for taking part
in a couple of smaller services by playing the Last Post on the
Wednesday at a service at St Vincent’s hospital, and again at East
Malvern RSL for their Dawn Service on ANZAC Day.
Anne is still recovering from an injury to
her leg, and was unable to march in
Melbourne. The 2 organisations were
very appreciative of her efforts for their
special commemoration.
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The Melbourne ANZAC Day March
is always a great day, and this one was no
different. 28 members assembled near St
Paul’s cathedral ready to step off as directed.
Unfortunately a few members were running a
little late due to missed trains and just getting
through the crowds of people at the start.
We stepped off in slight disarray, due
to several members joining us at the last
minute - or even after we had started!
Added to this confusion was the fact that the
spare music had been given to Russ to carry
up for us. After a few frantic phone calls, and
catching up with Russ, everyone had a music
pack and we were on our way. It was a perfect day, weatherwise, and the marchers and
crowd were most appreciative of the efforts
of all bands.
It was nice to have Perdita Dickson
play with us, and also Peter Robb, who was
marching in his 17th ANZAC March! Thanks
to all those who helped with gear, including
Ken Emery, Peter Robb and Russ White.
Thanks to Margie for the fantastic photos too!

Stonnington City Brass Inc. is most grateful to the
City of Stonnington for their continuing support.
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MEMBER NEWS:
Sunday 28 April saw a small group of us
meet in Hotham St , St Kilda to take part in the
World Youth Day march. This is a very
significant event on the Jewish calendar.

♦

Ben Bailey and Louise have recently
spent 4 weeks in South America. Ben
has returned to a new job with Jetstar in
Melbourne.

There were only 15 of us available, and
as expected the start was delayed from the
time we were told. The weather was fine and
the march was thankfully shorter than the last
time we did this job.

♦

Richard Loo and family have moved to a
new house in Nunawading, with plenty of
room for their family .

♦

Andrew Linden and Margie are presently
in Ireland for 4 weeks holiday, and to
follow up on some family history
research back as far as 1842!

Despite our small numbers, the crowd
was very enthusiastic, especially when we
played Hava Nagila. On our way back to the
car we were continually thanked by members
of the community that we passed. Despite the
waiting around, it was a very rewarding job.

♦

Perdita Dickson is about to finish work as
she and husband Craig prepare for the
birth of their second child in July.

♦

Naham and Deidre Warhaft have recently returned from a trip to Rome.

Thanks again to Peter Robb, who joined
us once again, and to Ken Emery for returning
the bass drum to the band room.

♦

Ken and Lee Emery have just come back
from a holiday in the USA, where they
visited Art galleries from one side of the
country to the other.

♦

Gordon Feore had a short spell in hospital but is back on deck now.

♦

Wes Brown has been off the players list
for a few weeks. Firstly he needed to
have a new denture, then had had a cataract operation on one of his eyes. The
following week he broke a tooth and will
need to have the denture redone, and in
a couple of weeks he goes in for the
other eye to be operated on! He will be a
new man when all this is sorted, but it is
a bit frustrating at the moment, I’m sure.

♦

Anne Somerville and her son Peter are
presently overseas visiting family. I hope
she and Peter survive the long plane trip
and know they will enjoy catching up with
family.

♦

Many members have shared around the
seasonal colds and flu. We hope everyone is back on deck soon.

The crowd was large, with many floats
and the whole school taking part in the parade.
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members involved with a few jazzy numbers
to start the second half of the concert.

Stonnington City Brass was once
again excited to be involved in the Stonnington Jazz Festival for 2013, with our concert
BRASS WITH A BEAT!
This event is growing year by year a
and is a showcase for some great talent in a
variety of different venues in the area.
Although there were not as many in
the audience as we might have hoped despite plenty of advertising - the afternoon
went very well. A variety of different music
ensured there was something for everyone
to enjoy.

Vocalist Mark Stucas joined us again
and brought the house down with his vocals
in the beautiful piece Hallelujah, backed by
the Band.

It is a fantastic Festival, and the band
enjoys being part of it each year.

Our guest drummer Brian Abrahams
did a great rendition of Fascinatin’ Drums,
and Caravan, as well as his own touch of
African Jazz.
It was great to have the Training Band
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CONGRATULATIONS

To soprano cornet player Dr Frank Soden.
After many months of study and a
weekend of extremely rigorous examinations in Sydney recently, Frank is now a
qualified medical consultant! (Sorry if I don’t
have the completely accurate terminology,
Frank, but well done to you!) At last some
well-deserved time with his wife Nicole, and
of course with the Band!

To Training Band member, Hector Niven.
Hector Recently sat for his Australian
Music Examinations Board Grade 3 exam.
He was quite upset afterwards, feeling that
he had not done very well. When the results
finally came, he had earned an A!
Fantastic job, Hector!

set too, cleaning, polishing, tidying, rearranging photos and certificates on the
walls, sorting and filing music, vacuuming,
washing the floor and generally giving the
space a bit of a freshen up.
Thanks to all for giving up their Sunday morning ( and early afternoon!) Special
thanks to Jan White for the great morning
tea to give us the energy to keep at it.

Melbourne Open House 2013
The Melbourne Open House programme has been running for quite a few
years now, and gives the general public a
chance to look inside many old or significant
buildings in Melbourne and surrounds.
This year several local buildings will
be open as part of the weekend:
◊

Como House & Garden

◊

Malvern Hill

To Andrew Linden and his wife Margie.

◊

Malvern Town Hall

Andrew recently celebrated his 26th
wedding anniversary by taking wife Margie
out for a concert and supper. Well actually
he took her to the last Citizenship ceremony, and then brought her back for a lemon
tart afterwards!

◊

Melbourne Girls Grammar School

◊

Northbrook House and Stables

By the way, the next week he celebrated his birthday at our Jazz concert!

This will be a great opportunity to
promote the band to people from within and
outside the City of Stonnington.

Thanks for your support, Andrew!

To the members who came to our recent
Sunday working bee.
In preparation for our open house
weekend, it was agreed the band room
could use a bit of a spruce up.
Ken Emery, Russ and Jan White,
Niels Glimsholt, Kevin Montgomerie, Donna
Fooks, Adrian de Bruyn and Elaine Hillier

The stables are of course our band
room, so we have been invited to take part
in the weekend too.

Use your favourite search engine
or watch the papers for details of the
Melbourne Open House weekend on 27-28
July, 2013.

This is a great opportunity for your
family and friends to drop into the band
room for a visit too. So much history to
explore!
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PEN PICTURE No 34
SEBASTIAN GAVRILOVICS
I began playing music at the age of 5,
when I began to learn piano. At the age of 13 I
bought my first guitar and didn’t look back. That
was until I decided that drums would be a lot of
fun. And it turns out they were (and still are)!
I have been a part of Stonnington City
Brass for approximately 2 years. Joining the band
is without question one of the best decisions I
have ever made (although, to be fair, I once decided it would be a good idea to swim in the Yarra
with my clothes on, so the only way was up, decision-wise). I had been playing drums for about a
year and a half before deciding that I needed to
get my sight-reading and my live playing chops in
order. I remember my first rehearsal vividly: I was
extremely nervous, I knew nobody there, and I
played terribly. Ah, the magic.
My playing is still not 100%, but I say that
I am lucky enough to play with some of the nicest
people I have ever met. People who are not only
good-natured, but also have such a deep love of
music that they choose to play voluntarily for the
community. I love that we get to participate in AN-

ZAC day, to welcome new members of the Australian people as citizens, and most importantly,
that we are able to play music together. The fact
that we can all stay back after rehearsals and
have a chat, with people from innumerable walks
of life, is one of the band’s best aspects. Our musical curiosity, mutual respect and genuine friendship that we are all able to enjoy is the cornerstone of our band, and what keeps me coming
every single week to participate (plus the food).
Without question, my favourite concerts
each year are the Christmas concerts. Everyone
is in such high spirits, from the audience to the
singers to members of our band. It really puts a
glow in my heart, and I always look forward to it.
I will continue to
participate in the
band for as long
as they will have
me. Actually, I will
continue to participate in the band
whether they will
have me or not,
THAT’S how much
I enjoy it!
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Quotable quote:
One of our percussionists was heard to say
to the Music Director, “So I should follow
YOU for the beat?”

Several members enjoyed a Sunday
afternoon of varied entertainment courtesy
of Casey Concert Band and Berwick Primary School, at St Margaret’s College in Berwick last weekend. The audience numbered
almost 500.
The Band is conducted by our solo
cornet player and President, Greg Marks,
with many familiar faces on stage, including
regulars Tanya Micallef and Graeme
Conroy, joined on this occasion by Gunter
Heil and Kevin Hillier.
Greg must be very proud to have his
daughter and 3 grandchildren also involved.

Bandwagon Newsletter:
Design and Production - Elaine Hillier
Honorary Printer - Dwayne Pannell (Auscopy)
Contributions always welcome. See Elaine.

A woman and a man are involved in a car
accident on a snowy, cold morning. Both of their
cars are totally demolished, but amazingly neither
of them is hurt. God works in mysterious ways.
After they crawl out of their cars, the man
is yelling about women drivers. The woman says
“So, you’re a man. That’s interesting. Wow, just
look at our cars! There’s nothing left but we’re
unhurt. This must be a sign from God that we
should be friends and live in peace for the rest of
our days.” Flattered, the man replies, “ Oh, I
agree completely, this must be a sign from God!
But you’re still at fault,..women shouldn’t be allowed to drive!”
The woman continues, “And look at this!
Here’s another miracle. My car is completely
demolished but this bottle of wine didn’t break.
Surely God wants us to drink this wine and celebrate our good fortune.”
She hands the bottle to the man. The man
nods his head in agreement, opens it and drinks
half the bottle and then hands it back to the woman. The woman takes the bottle, puts the cap
back on and hands it back to the man.
The man asks, ”Aren’t you having any?”
The woman replies, “ No. I think I’ll just
wait for the police.”
MORAL: Women are clever and evil!
Don’t mess with them!

